THE TORRINGTON CLUSTER OF ROMAN CATHOLIC PARISHES
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Saturday Vigil, December 24™, 2011
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CHRISTMAS EVE

4:00 p.m.  St. Peter

4:00 p.m. St. Francis
4:00 p.m. St. Mary

7:00 p.m.  St. Peter (Espafiol)
10:00 p.m. Sacred Heart
Midnight  St. Mary

Sunday, December 25", 2011

CHRISTMAS DAY
7:00 a.m.  St. Francis
8:00 a.m. St. Peter
9:00 a.m. Sacred Heart
10:15 a.m. St. Francis
10:30 a.m.  St. Peter
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PLEASE REMEMBER TO PRAY FOR OUR TROOPS

The office willbe CLOSED
Monday, December 26 ", and there will be
NO Eucharistic Adoration
at St. Peter Church

BT N AT Wi L

-

 Fontentions

Weekday Masses

Mon. 12/26
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8:00 a.m. St. Francis
- Donna Owens by The Owens Family &
Joan Sugerak

Tue. 12/27  7:00 a.m. St. Peter
- Nicholas Molino by Wife & Family

Wed. 12/28  8:00 a.m. St. Francis
- Charles Arel by Wife & Daughter

Thu. 12/29 7:00 a.m. St. Peter i
- Joseph & Rose Fasciano by Daughter Josephine 2

Fri. 12/30 8:00 a.m. St. Francis
- Fernand Perron by Wife

Sat. 12/31 8:00 a.m. St. Peter
- Intentions of All Parishioners

Saturday Vigil, December 31, 2011

4:00 p.m. St. Peter
- Intentions of All Parishioners

5:00 p.m. St. Francis
- Intentions of All Parishioners

Sunday, January 1%, 2012

Mary, Holy Mother of God
Holy Day of Obligation

7:00 a.m.
8:00 a.m.
9:00 a.m.
10:15 a.m.
10:30 a.m.
11:45 a.m.
1:15 p.m.

St. Francis

St. Peter

Sacred Heart

St. Francis

St. Peter

St. Mary

St. Peter Mass in Spanish

FOR...

Please pray for the deceased members
of our parish families

PRA
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Dear Friends,

Merry Christmas! 1 am
happy to greet you this day
to the Christmas Mass. |
know that many of you are
visiting family and return-
ing to the parishes of your youth. I am
so happy you are here with us. I know
that many of you are here week after
week and it is especially gratifying to
welcome you for Christmas. I know
that some of you are here because it is
Christmas. Your presence touches my
heart as we mark this beautiful holy day
together. For all of us, we acclaim by
our participation in the Mass of Christ-
mas that Jesus Christ is born and his
life transforms our lives.

From the
Pastor’s
Desk

I have had the privilege and good fortune of ministering
among the people of our four parishes in our Cluster of
Catholic Parishes for six Christmases. | say good fortune
because we have been able to do so much working to-
gether .

The cluster of parishes allows us to do more together then
what would have been possible alone. We have a Faith For-
mation program which includes classes for children of the
parish from first to tenth grade. We have a Youth Ministry
program for our Middle School and High School students.
We have a fully accredited school which educates children
from Pre-K until eighth grade. I want to make sure that
every young Catholic in Torrington is in either our school
or Faith Formation programs. If you want to register your
child for either, please call our office for more information.

We have a Bereavement Ministry for those who are endur-
ing the death of a loved one. Our ministers meet with the
families of our recently bereaved to plan the funeral Mass
as well so that the liturgy reflects the life of the deceased.
Our team also works with those who are struggling with
loss through our support groups. If you are in need of assis-
tance in these areas please do not hesitate to contact Bev on
our staff.

We have ways of serving the community. We have an ac-
tive Parish Social Ministry Committee which reaches out in
a variety of ways to help the poor and lowly. We have an
Evangelization Committee
message of hope to the world. We have an active Legion of
Mary which works diligently in serving the spiritual needs
of our community. We have a parish based Knights of Co-
lumbus Council which allows men to serve the community
and the parishes in a variety of ways. We are in the process
of starting a crisis pregnancy center that will allow young
women the support and assistance in bringing their children
into the world. We are in partnership through our sharing of
our properties with a variety of community organizations in
the area of education and substance abuse.

We have a wonderful tradition of parish based societies that
continue to serve the parishes and the cluster. We have
.young people serving at Mass, we have readers and minis-
{ters, we have choristers and musicians, we have ushers and

w Hv}ltiecs, they Vc\l/egogatﬁ churcpe(sj the(gé

volunteers in the area of physical plant
renewal.

Oh, and we pray. Every Monday we have
Eucharistic Adoration at St. Peter, every
month we have a twenty-four hour ado-
ration at Sacred Heart on the First Fri-
day, we have daily Masses, we have de-
votions, and we have all four of our
churches open for prayer during daylight
hours.

Throughout the year we have special
activities. This past fall we held our sec-
ond Faith Rally, an opportunity for more
than 600 parishioners to gather to learn
more about our faith. We have special
Masses for graduates, veterans, and offi-
cers of the peace. We have adult educa-
tion classes, Bible Studies and special
family activities. We show movies, we take trips, we learn
about our God and we have fellowship as well.

I have been blessed with parishes that are filled with parish-
ioners who constantly reach out in love and joy to each
other and to the wider community. My assistants, Father
Carlos Echavarria and Father John Granato, both work tire-
lessly in proclaiming Christ to the community. Their minis-
try is one of care and concern from bedsides of the sick to
classrooms of children, from a society meeting to a commu-
nity event. We are fortunate to have them; I am blessed by
their example and work. We are blessed with deacons who
care about their parishioners and serve the communities
with faith and hope. We are blessed with a pastoral staff
that is second to none, these servants of our cluster tirelessly
work in the areas of education, bereavement, hospital and
nursing home visits, and of course making sure that the
Gospel is proclaimed in Torrington. We are blessed with a
cluster staff that is always at the service of our parish com-
munities. Each day they help make our parishes run
smoothly and efficiently; they make a visit to the Pastoral
Center joyous and worthwhile, if you are nice they will
even give you chocolate!

We are blessed with a veritable army of volunteers: faithful
stewards who each and every day serve our community.
They teach CCD, they sing in choirs, they read at Mass,
they collect food and toys, they raise money, they plan ac-
Qlant ﬂciwers, they ijs

walls, they visit the swE, they comfort the dcying,a rm 2
they do whatever they can to make our cluster better.

I have gone on and on about the cluster. Suffice it to
say [ am indeed a fortunate man to be able to work
with such wonderful people. I thank you and yours
for all you do for our cluster.

On behalf of myself and Fathers John and Carlos, we ‘ “
wish you a wonderful Christmas day and a
glorious Christmas season.

Merry Christmas, pray for us as we pray for you.

Father Tiano
Pastor
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Do you have questions or concerns STEWARDSHIPO A Way of Life
about your Catholic faith? Tithing: Godés Pl an
You are not alone. There are many people who struggle with St. Francis
making sense of what our faith teaches and how to live these Collected 12/10 & 11, 2011: $7,863
teachings. But it is never too late to return to your faith, maybe Collected 12/11 & 12, 2010: $5,167
even to reignite your love for Jesus Christ in a more personal St. Peter
way with our brothers and sisters who gather together and Collected 12/10 & 11, 2011: $6,617 Candles $106
worship as a community every Sunday. Please bring your Collected 12/11 & 12, 2010: $5,567
questions and your concerns to an informal session with mem- Sacred Heart
bers of our Catholic community on Thursday, January 12, Collected 12/10 & 11 2011: $3,385 Candles $35
7:00 pm at our Pastoral Center, located on Main Street next Collected 12/11 & 12, 2010: $4,077
to St. Francis Church. St. Mary
Collected 12/10 & 11, 2011: $2,568
Collected 12/11 & 12, 2010: $3,075

Mini Course in Catholicism

e

‘ How well do you know your Catholic faith?
- : R = Would you like to learn more? Deacon Jim

- You ar e - nvi t;£ Sullivan is inviting any interested parish-

ioners to join his class on the basics of our
faith. Classes are held on Wednesdays from
78 8 pm at the former Sacred Heart Rectory on Grove
Street in Torrington and will continue until Easter. Weekly
attendance is not required. Bring your faith life to a
deeper level and discover the riches of our Catholic faith.

No registration required. Please come and join us.

" Father Tiano cordially invites you to an open ‘-

¢? house at the St. Peter Rectory following the -

Masses on January 7 and January 8. Please =

fg stop by for cookies and punch and a look at
4= the Christmas Decorations.

;2 Merry Christmas!
3"( SN MY G 43;*)&”

?Giw i

Torrington Cluster Pregnancy Care Center

T-SHIRTS to open in spring 2012

with an image uniting VQLUNTEERS NEEDED to as_S|st young women
facing an unplanned pregnancy in northwestern CT.

all four of our churches . ) th

Informational Meeting & Monday, January 9

Just $1O at 7pm in the basement of Sacred Heart Church,
Available in S, M, L, XL, 2XL 116 Grove St., Torrington
Great gift for your teens involved in community servige Over the past year a core group of volunteers has been
faith commitments! Great gift for yourselfProceeds to working to organize a pregnancy care center to assist
fund our important Youth Ministry activities. young women who are facing an unplanned pregnancy.
Available at the JPII Pastoral Center 86a82 4433 The center will provide support to these women as they
or call our Youth Ministry Office 8684897899 face_ this new challenge _in their lives. Suc_h a center, re-

flecting the pro -life teachings of the Catholic Church, does

not exist in the northwest corner of Connecticut.

The center, called Two Hearts Pregnancy Care Center

SCRIPTURE DISCUSSION GROUP will be located in Torrington, next to Sacred Heart
Scripture Discussion Group meets from 6-7:30pm on Church. This is a regional effort of parishioners from nu-
the first and third Monday of each month in the Pas- merous parishes in our area. We need volunteers to as-
toral Center i except on school vacations or inclem- sist in the day-to-day operations of the center, which
ent weather. Enter through the kitchen door. Please includes counseling, maintaining supplies, fund raising,
join this fun-filled and inspiring group, as we explore answering the phone, hospitality, advertising, etc.
the readings from the previous weekend. Bring your .

Bible and any other supporting material to enhance If you have a desire to help, please attend
the discussion. You may join in on the conversation our informational meeting for potential
or feel free to just listen. volunteers on January 9 ™ to learn more.
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I
or today in the city of David a savior has been

born for you who is Christ and Lord. And this will be
a signfor you: you wi“ﬁnd an infant wrapped in

- Lk 2:11-12

swaddling clothes and lying in a manger."

SAVE THIS DATE!!!

The Holy Rosary Society is again sponsoring a
MARDI GRAS dance on February 18, 2012 at the
Cornucopia.  Dinner and Dancing from 6:00 7
11:00pm. For information or tickets, please call
Cherie at 860-482-5575.

Torrington Cluster

TOTE BAGS for Sale

We still have a few Tote Bags with
the logo of the Torrington Cluster
of Roman Catholic Parishes, St.
Francis, St. Peter, Sacred Heart
and St. Mary. They make great
stocking stuffers, grab bag gifts and gift
wrap bags. Carry gifts
leave her the handy bag. These bags are reusable,
help the environment and best of all you EVAN-
GELIZE every time you use them. Available at the
Pastoral Center for only $4.00 each and they work
so hard for you!

Give the Gift of Faith

Faith Formation Grades K - 12 &
Adult Confirmation Program

Grades K1 6

Weekly classes-optional days Sunday mornings or
Wednesday afternoons. Each week class begins in a large
group setting where we sha
Gospel, cover the traditions of our faith and pray together.
The learning continues in age-appropriate classrooms where
our catechists cover Church teaching on: the Mass, scripture,
sacraments, saints, prayer and much more. Many catechists
give their students the chance to live their faith through ser-
vice projects; others regularly take their classes on trips to
churches or shrines.

Monthly Family Mass - once a month students/families have
the opportunity to participate in Mass as: greeters, gift bear-
ers, lectors, ushers & music ministry.

Two year Sacramental preparation for 1¥ Communion &
Reconciliation

Baptismal Preparation classes are available for children 7
years of age & older.

Grades 71 8

Faith Formation classes meet every other Wednesday evening
from 6-7:30. Learn about your faith in an intimate classroom
setting, followed by a vibrant large group gathering where we
further explore the reasons we are proud to be Catholic teens
and how our faith can help us through those sometimes diffi-
cult teenage years.

High School Confirmation Preparation Program
Living and learning our faith through classroom discussions as
well as participation in faith based and service based Faith
Commitments which include involvement in Cluster activities,
convalescent home visits and supporting organizations such as
FISH, LARC, Give2TheTroops, homeless shelters, soup kitch-
ens and more.

Adult Confirmation Program
Spring & Fall programs available.

For information please contact:
Grades K 1 6: Lisa Kelsey
860-489-3121/cell 860-307-2291

Grades 71 8: Marlene Carrier
860-489-7899/cell 860-309-7855

Confirmation Program: Donna Puzacke
860-489-7899/cell 860-309- 1900

Grandmads hous nd
Monthly Youth Group opportumtles for all middle

school & high school students.

No matter the age, it is never too late to

grow in your faith.
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March 2012 Holy Land Pilgrimage
ng i

nWal ki n the Stegf

Join Deacon Jim Sullivan on an exciting
10 day pilgrimage to the Holy Land
March 18thg 29th 2012
Reserve now!

Visit Jerusalem, Bethlehem, Nazareth, the sea of Gali-
lee, the garden of Gethsemane, the way of the cross
and so many other places that Jesus walked and lived.
Daily Mass offered at the holy sites. The cost per per-
son is $3,248. This includes air travel (JFK), accom-
modations and all meals. Brochures are at the en-
trance of all four churches. For more information con-
tact Deacon Sullivan 203-879-4555.

TORRINGTON CLUSTER PRAYER LINE
Please contact Cheryl at 860-618-3533. It is a local call.

| at ST. MARY

Ch r iSANCTUARY CANDLE
is being burned in memory of
Joseph Duarte, Gustaw Bibro & Members
of the Novak & Samplinski Families

So our members may spend time with their families on the
holiday weekends, there will not be coffee & tasty treats
after the 11:45 a.m. Mass on Sunday, December 25t or
January 1st. Thank you for your support in the past year.

at ST. FRANCIS

SANCTUARY CANDLE
is being burned in memory of
Susan Marie Smith

If you need assistance with gift
or book items tha

u purchase, please call Laura at

} 860—482—6712

| at SACRED HEART |

at ST. PETER |

SANCTUARY CANDLE
is being burned in memory of
Raymond Bertoldi

St. Anthony Novena is held each Tuesday before Mass
at 7 minutes to 7:00 a.m. at

St. Peter Holy Name Society wishes to extend
a blessed Merry Christmas to all.
Thinking of joining? Please call Pete at 860-482-2167
or come to our monthly meeting. We meet on the last
Monday of the month in St. Peter Hall at 7:30pm.

There is no meeting in December.

The St. Peter Holy Name Society will attend 10:30
Mass in a body on January 8t in remembrance of de-
ceased members. (Meet in hall before Mass at 10:00
a.m., refreshments to follow in lower hall.)

St. Peter Holy Rosary Society
No meetings will be held in January or February
2012. The next meeting will be held on March 6", at
6:30 in the church hall.

Sacred Heart: Shauna Troughton, Samantha Troughton, Mi-

chael Meyerjack, Emma Lucas, Peter Dubiel, Jr., Alma Du-

biel, Rudolph Dubiel, Joseph & Anna Lucas, Gerardi Family,

DaCosta Family, MTPJ, Raymond Kufchak, Karen Kufchak,

(John & Victoria Reges), (Regina & Karen Spiotta), Vera Fe-

dorich, (Ceil & Susan Bell), (Trudy Reges & Jack), Fay Renz-
ullo, (Connie & Bill Hackett), Margaret Zimmerman, Michael J. Gerardi,
(Mr. & Mrs. Andrew Zimmerman, Sr.), Frances Lestinsky, Katheryn
Fabiaschi, Nicholas LaGamba, Sr., Jacob Sidlosky, Sr., John A. Zaharek,
M @Y, Kandetsr. r ]Fa Yu F frlend nd I a v
Blessted MoEle’e;' Ftd;;%atha roug%‘?;}trf B'stty )f}anls %eet‘ty Za arek
(Andrew J. Zaharek & Son), (Dorothy Zaharek & Family), Susan Meyer-
jack, Mary Meyerjack, (John & Otti Cook), (John H. & Mary A. Za-
harek), Michael Gerardi, Sophie Bilas, 4 Anonymous, Mary L. Za-
harek, Anna Gerardi, Kevin Janco, Edward Janco, Anna Sidlosky,
(Regina & Stephen Serbek), Anna Leone, (Mary & Bernard Brady), Julia
Zaharek, Bernie Lenart, Cattey Family friends and relatives Holy Ro-
sary: Mary Killiany and Mary Kovalcek, Cattey Family friends and
relatives Saint Joseph: Deceased members of the Kovalcek family, Jo-
seph Zimmerman, John J. Milewski, John A. Vasko, Joseph Bilas, Victor
Lenart, Cattey Family friends and relatives Saint Ann: Anna Kovalcek,
Patrons of St. Anne, Anne Milewski, Anne Bittner, Agnes Lipinski, Ann
Lenart, Anges Nardine, Ann Amrich, Cattey Family friends and relatives
Saint Anthony: G.J.T., Frank Janis, Colin Sidlosky, Josephine La-
Gamba, Cattey Family friends and relatives Saint Theresa: Helen
Dubyel, Augustine Killiany, (Albert, Mary, Joseph & Philip), Cattey
Family friends and relatives Infant of Prague: Colin Troughton, Mat-
thew Troughton, (Anthony Leone, Ann Leone), Cattey Family friends
and relatives Saint Jude: Anthony Leone, Michael Killiany, Sandra
Troughton, Anita Janco, Colin Sidlosky, Jacqui Kuzmik, P.D.G., Cattey
Family friends and relatives Special Intention: (Dorothy Zaharek &
Family), Jacob Sidlosky, Jr., Audrey Waldron, Debbie Nicholas,
(Gregory, Gerard & Giles Troughton) Sts. Cyril & Methodius: Cattey
Family friends and relatives
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| EARLY
9 c BULLETIN
DEADLINE

The EARLY deadline for the
January 7 -8 bulletin is noon on
Wednesday, Dec. 28 ™.

THANK YOU to all in the parish Cluster who were so
generous again this Christmas in your support of the
Giving Trees . Your kindness helped many children
and adults get pleasure from your wonderful gifts. We
appreciate all you do to make the holidays brighter
for those in need. & The Social Ministry Committee

Ca-h\olic Schools

Enroll your children in a school
where they will receive
STRONG ACADEMICS integrated with
MORAL and SOCIAL VALUES.

0 0[0 0[0[0[0 0 0[0[0 0/0[0[0[0]0/0[0]0]0[0 00[0[000]0[0[00]0 &
FAITH FORMATION

GRADES K-6 CLASS SCHEDULE
Sundays: 12/25 No Class, 1/01 No Class, 1/08-Class,
1/15-Class, 1/22-Class, 1/29-Class...
Wednesdays: 12/28-No Class, 1/04-Class, 1/11-Class,
1/18-Class, 1/25-Class...

There are limited spaces available in all grades
for the remainder of this school year.

Please visit us during Catholic Schools Month
at one of our OPEN HOUSES as we kick off
registration for the 2012 -2013 school year.

GRADE 79 Class Schedule
Wednesdays: 6-7:30pm St. Peter Campus
Jan. 4, Jan. 18, Feb. 1, Feb 15, Feb. 29...

GRADE 83 Class Schedule Thursday, January 12th from 6:00 T 7:30PM
Wednesdays: 6-7:30pm St. Peter Campus Sunday, January 29th from 11:30AM | 1:00PM
Thursday, February 2nd from 6:00 I 7:30PM

Jan. 11, Jan 25, Feb 8, Feb. 22...

St. Peter / St. Francis School offers a full curriculum,
including Religion, Language Arts, Mathematics, Sci-
ence, Social Studies, Geography, Foreign Language,
Physical Education, Music, and Art. Computer technol-
ogy is integrated throughout all subjects.

The January FAMILY MASS will be celebrated on
January 29" at St. Peter Church
during the 10:30 Mass.

CONFIRMATION STUDENTS
CLASS SCHEDULE
Year 1: 6-7:30pm Sunday: Jan. 8", Jan. 22™
Year 2: 6-8pm Sunday: Jan. 29", Feb. 12™

St. Peter / St. Francis School is fully accredited by the
State of Connecticut and the Archdiocese of Hartford.
We have also been awarded accreditation through the
New England Association of Schools and Colleges and
we are a member of the prestigious National Catholic
Education Association.
mmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmﬂmmd

December Faith Commitments are posted on our website.
Please sign up early. E-mail torringtonconfirma-
tion@yahoo.com or call 860-489-7899 to sign up.
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’i
LA% Knights of Columbus
\y*‘/ Solidarity Council #55
There is no business meeting for Council 55 for December.
The Knights remind everyone to
Keep Christ in Christmas.

Bottle/Can Collection: The Youth Group is collecting
your empty bottles and cans. Please drop them off in front
of St. Francis Garage 24/7. (Only redeemable bottles/cans
for 5 cent refund please)

TORRINGTON CATHOLIC

Y ouTH GROUP

Join us the First Saturday of every month

for our YOUTHROUNEETING
Ne xt o 8atuéday, January7 ™

We invite all young people in the 6th-12th grade to
gather together at St. Peter Hall from 5 -8pm to
help plan events ranging
Faith-based Activities.
After a brief
out, listen to music, play pool, air -hockey, ping-pong,
dodgeball, basketball, Wii Just Dance or just sit and
talk with friends, enjoy a meal and spend time with
other young people from your faith community.
$4 Donation to cover Dinner/Beverages/Dessert

Second Saturday of every month

SENIONOUTHROUMNOVIENGHE

Next gatheringé Saturda
All young people, in the 9th-12th grade are invited to
Sacred Heart Rectory from 7 to 10 pm
This is just a time to gather together the young people
from our faith community to watch a movie with other
teens with whom they share the same values. The
movies are not necessarily faith based. They are cho-
sen to encourage our young people to think about the
world in which they live.

$5 Donation to cover Pizza/Beverages/Dessert

Watch the bulletin for YG plans for 2012
Oce Skating 6
(Hartford Whale Hockey Game o)
OLenten Retreat O
OSteubenville East Conference 0

Please RSVP to:
Marlene Carrier at 860 -489-7899 or
860-309-7855 or

TorringtonCatholicYouth@yahoo.com

meetingé t h

AROUND THE AREA

Charitable IRA Rollover

Have you been waiting for the federal government
to make it easier to give? If so, this may be your
opportunity.

Current tax legislation permits people over 70% to
donate from their IRA or Roth IRA to non-profit
institutions such as one of the four parishes in the
Torrington Cluster of t h
Appeal without paying the deferred income tax.
Instead of taking the required minimum distribu-
tion (RMD) from your IRA, you can donate the
required amount to your Parish or the
Archbishopés Annual Alpgea

Gifts must be transferred directly from an IRA to
the parish or the AAA, are not be treated as taxable
income, and count towards the RMD for the year.
A Charitable IRA Rollover is not deductible as a
charitable contribution and is allowed until the end
Of%OI{ll()thing but Funo to
You can transfer up to $100,000 total to as many
e v |@nganimagonsi as yow likeiin 208 It Pleakeacontict
Bob McTiernan in the Archdiocesan Office of De-
velopment for further information; his phone num-
ber is (860) 547-0513.

om

ST. FRANCIS THRIFT@RJTIQUE SHOP
‘ \%ridajyafz:% fi 4:30 pm ASat. 10 am - 2pm
e are located at the St. Peter/St. Francis School
Campus. Please enter at the left side of the build-
ing. Park in the school lot off Main Street.
Volunteers are needed.

If you are on Facebook and enjoy sharing
matters of faith, check out:
Torrington Catholic Interactive Faith

Sharing (group) at:

http://www.facebook.com/groups/TCIFS

This is an inclusive, expressive and accessible site for
Catholics in Torrington. Tq |

Everyone please come to pray at my home , 93 Pin-
eridge Rd., 2:00 to 3:00pm or 7:00 to 8:00pm on Mon-
days. Praying together the rosary and Divine Mercy
Chaplet for peace in the world is so necessary in these
critical times. Call Alyce Driscoll at 482-2833.
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Comunldad Hispana
% Este es nuestro horario para las diferentes actmdades%
g que tenemos en nuestra comunidad. Esperamos su par-[g
B ticipacion. g
5] Eucaristia Dominical g
0 1:15 PM St. Peter Church i
(o Movimiento Juan XXl L]
g 7PM (Martes) en las instalaciones de St. Peter School ]

|5

Nota: las reuniones del movimiento son abiertas a toda
|l a comuni dad. AEst amos C
unas series de charlas que nos ayuda a entender y vivir
mejor nuestra propia fe.

Jornada de Adoracién y Sanacién
Todos los ultimos martes del mes a las 7 PM en Iglesia
de St. Peter

[g

g

5

g

5

g

I% Bautisos en Espatfiol
% S e r § n Derhing@de cada mes.
g

5

g

5

g

B

A a clases para padr“eSabago
de cada mes a las 5PM en St. Peter Church.
COLlamar a registrarse al 860-482-4433

Padre Carlos Echavarria
860 -482 -4433 ext 16
Dios los bendiga

EREEEr R EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEE
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La Natividad del Senor

Para los hispanos que vivimos en los Estados Unidos
celebrar la fiesta de Navidad es muy especial ya que
traemos una variedad de costumbres que nos hacen renacer
en la fe mediante la realidad que vivimos en este pais:
"aqui celebramos diferente", me decia en una ocasion una
familia hispana. Y al preguntar cudl era la diferencia, ellos
me contestaron que en la mayoria de las parroquias no se
celebra la misa de gallo, es decir de medianoche. Esa era la
diferencia: el no poder festejar el nacimiento del Sefior de
dia y de noche.

La liturgia de medianoche es muy rica en personajes y
sentimientos que abrigan al recién nacido. Y nosotros, tal
como los angeles y pastores, debemos de prepararnos para
anunciar la gloria de Dios que viene a iluminarnos. ;Qué
parte de nuestra vida necesita de la luz de Dios? ;Qué tan
buenos comunicadores somos del mensaje de paz? El mis-
terio del nacimiento de Jesls nos ensefia que la esencia de
anunciar el mensaje con alegria y esperanza se basa en la
obediencia de hacer la voluntad de Dios tal como la hizo
Jests, que vino al mundo sin pronunciar una sola palabra.
Su actitud de abandono en Dios es lo que se nos ensefa
hoy. Fijémonos en los angeles. Son ellos los que anuncian
el poder de Dios con toda pompa y autoridad. ;Qué tanto
les anuncio el poder de Dios a otras personas para que
conozcan al recién nacido? Esa es nuestra meta en esta
época. jFeliz Navidad!

- Nations shall walk
by your light,
and kings by your
shining radiance.

ISALAH 60:3

St. Francis of Assisi Church

BRICK PAVER FUNDRAISER

For the Holidaysd give an everlasting gift.

In memory of a loved one, in honor of that special someone...

We are now selling brick pavers to be placed on the grounds
of St. Francis Church. The price is $35.00 per brick. For more
information, contact Barbara Gleason at 860-489-7145.

Fill out the order form below and enclose in an envelope with
check payable to St. Francis Church. Order forms with pay-
ment can be mailed or dropped in the collection basket. Please
mark the envelope: Attn: Brick Fundraiser, Pope John Paul II
Pastoral Center, 160 Main St., Torrington, CT 07690.

BRICK PAVER ORDER FORM

Name
Address
City
State Zip

Phone

Bricks are 4x8 inches, letters are all capitals, engraved
and painted in black. 3 lines of 16 characters per line includ-

ing spaces, commas and ampersands (&). Please leave a space
after a comma and between an ampersand.
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